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80th Anniversary Dinner A Huge Success 


by Glenn Barrett, Chair of the 
Fundraising Dinner Committee / 
Program Director 
May 27th 1999 will godownin history 
as a very special day for the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club. That night at LaSalle 
Pavilion in Burlington $ 19,000 was raised 
by the Club members and guests who 
attended our Club’s 80th Anniversary 
Dinner. These funds will go towards 
continuingtheClub’straditionofacquiring 
and protecting natural areas including 
funding ourpurchaseofthe 11 acreaddition 
to our Short Hills Sanctuary property. 

A very special thanks goes to Robert 
Bateman, who donated one ofhis paintings 
as our feature raffle prize, was the dinner's 
guest speaker, and then topped off the 
evening by presenting a$ 10,000 donation 
to the Club. 

I would like to thank the other 
members of the Fundraising Dinner 
Committee (Jean Stollard, Tom Crooks, 
Christine Bishop, Bill Randall and John 
Struger) foralltheirhard workthat enabled 
this evening to be as successful as it was. 

Special thanks also to to Bruce 
Duncan for doing an excellent job as 
emcee, andthankyoutothosethathelped 


out on the night of the event including 
members of the HNC Executive and also 
Cindy Pyves and Kim Smith. 

TheHamiltonNaturalists’ Club would 
also like to thank the following people, 
organizations and businesses for their 
generous donations to this evening’s event. 
Withouttheir support this evening would 
not have been as successful as it was: 

A Different Drummer Books, 
Burlington - Book; Adventure Attic, 
Hamilton - Outbound “Gypsy” 
Trswelpack: Adventures-on-the-Grand, 
Paris - Grand River Boat Cruise and 
Lunch for Four People; Anonymous 
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Donor- Book: “Wildlife Photographer of 
the Year”; Arnold, Pierre - Bottles of 
Wine; Arnold, Pierre & Peter Bush - 
Qne-halfHour Live Scottish Music, Fiddle 
& Accordion; ATHENA, Mapleview 
Centre, Burlington - Painting “Loons 
with Young”; Audiobook Connection, 
Burlington - Gift Certificate; Avon, 
Debbie Apps - Avon Gift Set 

Bacon, Chris - Signed Artist’s Proof 
Framed Giclee Print “Spring! (Marsh 
Wren)”; Barrett, Glenn - Framed 
Photograph “Misty Morning Moose’ ’ - 
10 Hand Made Photo Cards; Barrett, 
Ruth - Hand Made Throw Blanket; 
Bateman, Robert - Signed Limited Edition 
Print “ Snowy Owl onDriftwood’ ’; Belle 
Arte Camera, Hamilton - Certificate for 
Film Development; Bird Studies Canada, 
Port Rowan - One Week in October, Bird 
Banding at the Tip of Long Point; 
Birdwatch Enterprises, Wellandport - 
Bluebird Box; Bishop, Andrea - Hand 
Made Sweater; Bishop, Christine - 
Canadian Amphibian & Reptile 
Conservation Network T-shirt; Bishop, 
Murray - Wood Carving; Blashill, Betty 

- Silk Scarf - Hawk Cliff coffee mug - 
Cook book; Broker, Hazel- Book: “The 
World ofBirds’ ’; Bruce Trail Association 

- Membership & Trail Reference Guide; 
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Bryan Prince Bookseller - share of 
revenue of event sale of Bateman boohs; 
Burlington Art Centre - Family 
Membership; Burlington Artist Gallery 
- Gift Certificate; BushnellSports Optics 
Worldwide, Richmond Hill - Bushnell 
Binoculars, 8x40 

Camtech Photographic Services 
Ltd., Hamilton - Nikon Camera SLR 
Tote Bag; Canadian Outback 
Equipment Ltd., Hamilton - T wo Books, 
Canadian Tire Associate Store, 
Burlington, Fairview Store -'' Bavarian 
Royal Jewel Box” - ‘‘Perfection in 
Lead Crystal’ ’ - Lube. Oil,& Filter Change 
Certificates (four prizes); Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum, Mount 
Hope - Annual Membership; Canadian 
Wildlife Service, Environment Canada 
(Burlington) - CWS posters; Canon 
Canada Inc., Mississauga - Canon 
Binoculars. 8x23; Canterbury Hills, 
Ancaster - two T-shirts; Chapman 
Books. Dundas - Great Blue Heron 
Framed Painting; COLES, Burlington - 
Book; Conservation Halton - Season 
Pass - Book: ‘‘44 Country Trails” 

DayMen Outdoor Marketing, 
Markham - LowePro Topload Zoom 1 
camera bag - Lowe Alpine fleecejacket; 
Duncan & Wright, Burlington - 
Photograph Album; Duncan, Bruce - 
Full Day Guided Hawkwatch for up to 
Eight People at Beamer C. A. 

Earley, Chris - Book: “Warblers of 
Ontario ’' (two copies); Els tone Stationery 
Office Products, Burlington - 
' Michelin’ ’ World Map - Topographical 
Map of “Hamilton-Grimsby”; Evans, 
Lois, -Book: “HungiyFlollow,TheStory 
of a Natural Place” 

Financial Concept Group, 


Hamilton - billboard advertising space; 
Fletcher, Michelle - Spiny Softshell Turtle 
Search 

Green Fields Environmentally 
Fitting, Burlington - Organically Grown 
Cotton T-shirt 

Hamilton Bulldogs Hockey Club - 
Hamilton Bulldogs Baseball Cap and Gift 
Certificate; Hamilton Entertainment & 
Convention Facilities Inc. - Gift 
Ceitificate; Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority - Annual 
Vehicle Pass; Hanna-Folkes, Lyn - 
Natural Landscaping Consultation 
Session; Hannah, John - Bagpipe 
Services for Any Occasion; Hannah, 
William - two Wrought Iron Great Blue 
Heron Garden Ornaments \HikersHaven, 
Oakville - Gift Certificate, Hi-Tec Sports 
(Canada) Limited, Mississauga - Gift 
Certificate; Holland Park Popular 
Garden Centre Ltd., Dundas - Hanging 
Flower Basket; Hutchings. Gayle - 
Signed Limited Edition Framed Pnnt 
“Summer Pintail” 

In A Snap Image Centre, Hamilton 
- Film, Developing, Photo Album, and 
Kodak Kolorktn Character;/nc/zgo Books 
& Music, Burlington - Two Individually 
Gift Wrapped Books, It’s for the Birds, 
Hamilton - Swift Binoculars, 8x25 

Johnson Worldwide Associates 
Canada Inc., Burlington - two Eureka 
backpacks 

Kilbear Provincial Park/Chris 
Parent - Massassauga Rattlesnake 
Research and OneNight Accommodation 
for up to 15 People 

Lamond, William - Butterfly/Mothing 
Expedition 

MacKenzie, Laurie - Two Birds of 


Prey Art; Magic Mountain Trading 
Company, Oakville - Gift Certificate; 
Martin, Pam - Osprey Banding in the 
Kawarthas with the Canadian Wildlife 
Service; McEwan, Joan - Book: 
“ Ducks "'i McKean, Barbara - Wildlife 
Garden Consulting; McKeever, Kay - A 
Tour ofThe Owl Foundation, Vineland for 
Two People (two prizes); Miles, John - 
Bird Banding at Selkirk Provincial Park 
for up to Four People; Moore Auto 
Service, Burlington - Oil Change Package 
(two prizes ), Mountain Equipment Co- 
Op (Head Office), Vancouver - Gift 
Certificate 

New Street Gallety, Burlington - 
Gift Certificate; Nikon Canada Inc.. 
Mississauga - Nikon Binoculars, 7x21 

Oakville Outdoors & Surplus- 
Exchange, Oakville - Canadian Flag 

Price, Roslynne - Dream Catcher 

Randall, William - Flight Over Cootes 
Paradise in CWHM Steerman Plane - 
Framed “Year of the Tiger” Canada 
Post Stamps - Cecropia Moth Pupae - 
Behind the Scenes T our of the Canadian 
Warplane Heritage Museum; Read, Bill 

- Trip to Band Bluebirds and Kestrels for 
up to Five People; Reid, Barbara - Hand 
Woven Cloth Purse; Robinson, Sharon 

- Handknit Child’s Sweater; Royal 
Botanical Gardens - Family Membership 

Sentpetery, Anne - Four Handmade 
Tapestry Totebags; Siverns, Bill - Bald 
Eagle Artwork; Siverns Upholstery, 
Hamilton - Two Cushions; Smith Books, 
Burlington - Book; Smith, Kim - Framed 
Photograph ‘ ‘ W ater Lily 5 ’ 

Terra Greenhouses, Burlington - 
Hanging Flower Basket; Terrawear 
Hemp & ECO Shoppe, Dundas - an 
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ECOGiftSet; The Art Gallery ofHamilton 
- Family Membership; The Friends of 
Algonquin Park/Colin Jones - Private 
Wolf Howl for up to Six People; The 
Gallery Shop , The Art Gallery of 
Hamilton - Gift Certificate; The Great 
Wilderness Company, Burlington - 
Naturalist’s Pen and Desk Pen Holder 
Set; The Hamilton Tiger-Cats - Gift 
Certificate for one pair of Tiger-Cat 
tickets; The North Face (Canada), Ville 
Saint Laurent - Cat Walk 3D and Cat’s 
Meow 3D Sleeping Bags; The Toronto 
Zoo - Behind tire Scenes Tour of The 
Toronto Zoo for up to Six People; The 
Wetland Specialists, Winona - 5 0 Native 
Aquatic Plants plus One Nest Box - 300 
Native Aquatic Plants; Treguno Seeds, 
Hamilton - Bird Feeder & Seeds - Herb 

Highlights from 

by Mike Street 

In late March four eggs were laid in 
the Sheraton Hamilton Peregrine Falcon 
nest. Everything appeared fine until May 
10 orso, when it was discovered thatthree 
of the eggs were gone. A week later it was 
obvious that the fourth egg was not going 
to hatch either. On May 21 two chicks 
were brought to Hamilton from abreeding 
facility in Quebec. Once at the Sheraton, 
the two chicks were banded by the HNC ’ s 
Bruce Duncan and then carried down 7 
metres of sheer wall into the nest by 
mountain climber RickFolkes, also aHNC 
member. 

What happened next was amazing, 
As soon as Rick got back to the Sheraton’s 
roof the male Peregrine, Dad, flew to the 
nest ledge, looked in for a moment, and 
then flew off In eight (8) minutes flat he 
was back with a pigeon!! The female, 
Toledo, promptly arrived, accepted the 


Garden Book & Seeds; Tumblehome 
Outdoor Clothing & Equipment Inc., 
Burlington - Outbound “Tundra” Day 
Pack 

Vision Canada Ltd., Pickering - 
SwiftBinoculars, 8x25 

Weseloh, Chip - Canadian Wildlife 
Service Boat Trip to Great Lakes Colonial 
Waterbird Island - Stained Glass Artwork; 
Weston Amenity Services, Oakville - 
Dual Wall Mirror and Iron; Weston, Eileen 
Ann. R.N.,R.M. T., -Gift Certificate for 
1 Hour Massage; Wild Birds Unlimited, 
Burlington - Bird Feeder & Gift 
Certificate for Seed; Wills, Donald - 
Bluebird Trail Tour for up to Four People; 
Wilson, Heather - Wind Chime; 
Womens' Book Stop, Hamilton - Gift 

Falcon Watch ’99 

food from Dad and started feeding the 
chicks! 

A little over two weeks later the 
FINC-organized Falcon Watch ’99really 
got into gear. Meredith Rose, a 1999 
University of Guelph graduate in Biology, 
was contracted by the club as Coordinator 
of the watch From June 7 until June 27 
volunteers monitored the chicks from dawn 
to dusk, from their first flights until they 
were flying all over the downtown area 
and trying to catch food on their own. Both 
chicks fledged successfully after many 
adventures. (See the HNC’s website 
Peregrine Page for more details). 

Representatives of the Ontario 
Ministry ofNatural Resources will attend 
HNC’s September 13 meeting and present 
Falcon Watch volunteers with a sou v enir 
pin in the shape of a Peregrine Falcon as 
a token of thanks for their efforts.^ 


Certificate; Woods Canada Ltd., 
Toronto - Woods “Adventure” Pack 

An event such as this dinner is ahuge 
undertaking for a volunteer organization 
such as the HNC to plan and execute. 
However all the hard work was worth it 
when it ends up being as successful as our 
80th Anniversary Dinner was. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed to this evening's 
success. 

(A very special thanks needs to be 
extended to Glenn Barrett who was the 
main organizer of the dinner, chair of 
the committee, and modest author of 
this article — editor)^ 


Peter Whelan 

“Spring arrived two-faced,” 
Peter Whelan wrote inhis last column, 
using the language of poetiy that was 
so frequently found in his bird column, 
a fixture in The Globe and Mail for 
more than 20 years. 

He was also a much-respected 
voice in the birding community, 
reporting with authority on rare 
sightings, environmental threats to 
wildlife andthe behaviour ofbirders. 

HislastcolumnappearedonJune 
12 of this year, while Mr. Whelan was 
suffering from cancer. He died the 
weekend of Aug 15 th at his T oronto 
home. He was 65. 

Peter Whelan was well known to 
birdersoftheClub. Invariably, he was 
present during the Point Pelee spring 
migrations. 

Adapted from the Globe & 
Mail, Donn Downey 99-08-17, by 
Pierre Amold.H 
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FON Conference Provided a Most Enjoyable Weekend 


by Gord McNulty 

One of the most enjoyable ways to 
spend a weekend is to attend the annual 
conference of the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists. The 1999 meeting, hosted by 
the Kingston Field Naturalists on May 28- 
30, was no exception. My wife, Angie, and 
I were impressed by the excellent speakers, 
the hard work and hospitality of the KFN, 
and the attractive setting of the Queen’s 
University campus. Here is a brief review 
of some highlights from the days that we 
were able to attend. 

I’ll start from back to front with our 
chosen field trip - birding on Amherst 
Island. It’s typical ofthe many outstanding 
areas in Eastern Ontario that should not be 
missed by naturalists. Amherst Island 
isn’t as well known as the provincial and 
federal parks in the region, but it’s a real 
gem. Tire KFN owns 100 hectares of 
marshland, grassland and stony shoals on 
the island, which is reached by a car ferrry 
that operates on the hour. 

Large numbers ofnorthbound waders 
rest and feed here during late May and 
early June. We had ideal, sunny weather 
withlight winds, makingforamemorable 
day. Thevariety was incredible. Sandpipers 
led the many highlights. We enjoyed close- 
up views of nesting Western Phalarope, 
and more distant sightings of Red Knot 
and RuddyTumstone. Wealso recorded 
first-rate views of Bobolinks, Savannah 
Sparrows, an Osprey, a Meadowlark, 
PurpleMartins.andTreeSwallows among 
others. 

The conference theme was Protected 
Areas. One of the most informative 
speakers was Ron Weir, a longstanding 
member of the KFN, who outlined the 


club's success in acquiring lands and 
raising the money necessary to help 
maintain them. 

The KFN. for example, keeps a 
designated investment fund to pay property 
taxes. It’s financed in part by generous 
contributions from KFN members. Ron, 
for instance, donated all proceeds from his 
high-quality, $35 book. Birds of the 
KingstonArea, to the club. Othermembers 
have donated the fees they earn from 
teaching evening classes about nature. 

Ron also outlined the KFN's 
successfulyouth program, in whichyoung 
people are encouraged to participate in 
cleanup projects. Many of them return as 
KFN members after they graduate from 
university and enter the workforce. 

Ron underlined the necessity' of 
naturalist clubs presenting well- researched 
arguments when issues arise at theOMB. 
We’ve heard this message before, but it 
bears repeating. He noted that the OMB 
stopped Trans-Canada Pipelines from 
building a pipeline extension in asensitive 
area after the KFN-produced clear 
evidence on the extent ofhabitat destruction 
that would be caused. 

Keynote speaker, Jim Thorsell of the 
World Conservation Union, gave an 
illustrated talk on world natural heritage 
sites. He noted with some concern that 
there isn’t a world natural hentage site in 
the Canadian Arctic, which surely offers 
many possiblities for such a designation. 

Otherspeakers included John Lounds. 
executive director of the Nature 
Conservancy ofCanada, whospoke about 
that organization’s success in land 
acquisition. 


The banquet speaker, conservationist 
PeterTrueman, former Global TV news 
anchor and a resident of Amherst Island, 
showed slides of his tops to many of 
Canada’s finest parks and natural areas. 
He look the photos during the filming ofhis 
Great Canadian Parks series on the 
Discovery channel. 

Next year’s FON conference will be 
atMidland,May 26-28. The theme will be 
Exploring the Ecological Diversity of 
the Huronia Region .j^ 

Bird Study Group 
Annual Report 

by Lois Evans 

Tire Bird Study Group held eight 
meetings during the 1998-99 season, all at 
theCanadaCentrefor Inland Waters, and 
drew capacity audiences of60-70 people 
to each meeting. Feature presenters 
includedBruceDuncan, George Drought, 
Toni Salvadori, Kevin Hannah, David 
Wood, Gerard McNaughton, GeorgePond 
and Mark Nash. 

Several others contributed to the 
meetings by presenting identification 
sessions and site reviews. Two of these 
are deserving of special mention: Matt 
Mills and Stuart Mackenzie, two of our 
outstandingjuniorbirders. 

Special thanks are owed to Rob Dobos 
(accommodations),MikeStreet(publicity), 
Dennis Lewington, Brian Wylie, and Ian 
Smith (significant sightings), Gwen 
Lewington (hospitality), and RosePetersen 
(Wood Duck summaries). 

All in all, another very successful 
season at a cost of only $120.49 to the 
Club.P 
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Long Point Butterfly Count Harvests Exciting Results 


by Christine Bishop 

Despite sun, high humidity, heat 
(+30oC), mosquitoes and deer flies, I went 
on the Long Point Butterfly Count on July 
3rd 1999. While the others among this 
butterfly-watching group had been on the 
countsince its inception, this was my first 
Butterfly Count and it was well worth any 
of those weather and biting insect 
challenges. 

We (Rob Dobos, Barb Charlton, 
Kevin McLaughlin, Rob Waldhuber and 
myself) saw 37 species of butterflies and 
observed several monarch (Danaus 
plexippus) caterpillars munching on 
milkweed (Asclepias syriacas) during 
this eighth annual count. 

Things started a bit slowly around 9 
am when our first couple of stops only 
turned up a few individuals of the most 
common species ofbutterflies duringthis 
time of year such as the eastern-tiger 
swallowtail (Pterourus glaucus), 
crescents (Phycoides sp.), and common 
sulphur (Colias philodice). 

The banded hairstreaks (Satyrium 
calanus) that we saw there were either 
chasing each other at a furious pace or 
perched on leaves so far above my head 
that I had to squint through binoculars to 
see them. However, things became quite 
exciting not long after that. 

We stopped on the sand road 
(Concession #4) that bisects Backus 
Woods. I think sand roads are really neat; 
you feel a long way from the city when you 
walk a sand road and they are deliciously 
soft to hike along. This one is shadily lined 
withmatureCarolinianforest species such 
as sassafras (Sassafras albidumu and 
tulip trees (Liriodendron tulipifera) so it 


made our several hours of wandering 
more enjoyable even beyond the butterfly 
sightings. 

Along that road, the large, black, blue 
and orange spicebush swallowtails 
(Papilio troilus) were gliding by on a 
regularbasis. Someofmyfavouritenames 
ofbutterflies were commonly seen, for 
example, the eastern comma (Polygonia 
comma), the question mark (Polygonia 
interro-gationia), and the great-spangled 
fritillary (Speyeria cybele). 

Except for the inornate ringlet 
(Coenonympha inornata) and eyed 
brown (Satyrodes eurydice), we saw all 
the eye-spotted, brown satyrs on the 
checklistofthebutterflies ofHaldimand- 
Norfolk (Carson, 1987) including the 
northern pearly eye (Enodia anthhedon ), 
Appalachian brown (Satyrodes 
appalachia), little wood satyr (Megisto 
cymela) and large wood nymph 
(Cercyonis pegala). 

Inornate ringlets were not seen on the 
count but were common in the area a 
month before so we must have been 
‘between broods’ whereby the eggs have 
now turned into caterpillars but have not 
metamorphos ed and aren’t flying about as 
adults yet. 

Other highlights were Edward’s 
hairstreak (Satyrium edwardsii), and my 
favourite of all butterflies, the baltimore 
(Euphyrades phaeton), which we saw 
along the side of the road on Concession 
#3 just 500 m east of Hwy. 59. 

The baltimore is black with square 
orange and white spots and is 1 - 2" in size. 
As with all the brush-footed butterflies 
(Nymphalidae) the front legs are reduced 


and hence the name. The baltimore is 
found in wet meadows and host plants for 
caterpillars includes turtlehead (Chelone 
glabra), false foxglove (Gerardia 
gradiflora and G. pedicularia) , plaintain 
(Plantago lanceolata) and white ash 
(Fraxinus amencana) (Pyle, 1981). The 
baltimore is named for George Calvert, a 
17th century American colonist and the 
first Lord Baltimore. The orange and 
black colours ofthe butterfly match those 
on Calvert’s heraldic shield (Pyle, 1981). 

The most unusual sighting for our day 
was the harvester butterfly (Feniseca 
tarquinius). Rob Dobos spotted the first 
one near a stream and immediately noted 
its rarity forthiscountandthe area. As we 
all froze and stared through our binoculars 
at the frosted, bark-like patterns on the 
underwing of this 1 -1/4" long butterfly, it 
b eganto op en i ts wings and as the forewing 
slid open abeautiful black and rich orange 
pattern was visible. 

It is a regularly occurring butterfly in 
Haldimand-Norfolk but only 10 records 
hadbeenreportedin 1 Oyearspriorto 1987 
(Carson, 1987). We saw five harvesters 
onthesand road during our count and only 
one other was seen during the count that 
day, at the St. Williams Forestry Station. 
These were the first records of harvester 
for this Count. 

The feature that makes the harvester 
butterfly very unique is its carnivorous 
habits. While we usually think ofbutterflies 
and caterpillars in association with their 
host plant, the harvester is the sole North 
American representative of an Old World 
tropical group of carnivorous gossamer 
wings (Pyle, 1981; Opler 1992). This 
group is composed of about 50 species. 
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most of which are found in 
Africa and Asia. These 
butterflies have a close 
association with theHomoptera 
(the 'same-wing bugs') which 
is the Order including the aphids, 
cicadas, hoppers, white flies, 
and scale insects 


The harvester lays its eggs 
in the middle of woolly aphid 
(Prociphilus tessellatus) 
colonies which are found mostly 
on alders (Alnus sp.) but also 
on beech (Fagus grandifolia ), 
ash (Fraxinus sp.), hawthorn 
(Crategus sp.), currant (Ribes sp.) and 
witch-hazel (Hamamelis virginianct) 
(Holmes etal., 1991). 

As a caterpillar, harvesters are 
predaceous on the woolly aphids which 
occur in masses on alder twigs and are 
easily recognized by looking forthe mass 
of white woolly or cotton candy-like 
material which they produce from the 
backs of their abdomens. The aphids are 
underneath the 'wool’ and are about 1/8" 
long and look like miniature hand grenades 
because they are oval and have little 
projections all over their backs (Stokes, 
1983); as I am sure you have all handled 
a grenade or two in your time, you wall 
recognize these insects instantly. 

There is a myriad of organisms that 
utilize the woolly aphids. Ants tend them 
for their honeydew, and two types of fungi 
wall grow on the branches below the 
aphids where excess sap falls on the 
leaves and branches underneath the aphid 
colony (Stokes, 1983). 

The harvester larva spins a tiny 
protective w'ebbing over itself in among 
the aphids. Its mouthparts can pierce the 



Illustration by Christine Bishop 


and alighted there for several 
minutes obviously taking insalt 
from her skin. 

As you w'ould expect, these 
butterflies are never seen 
nectanng on flow'ers and are 
always found in the vicinity of 
their host aphids (Pyle, 1981; 
Opler, 1992). Theharvesterhas 
an extremely short proboscis 
(Opler, 1984) probably because 
it doesn’t need to reach into the 
depths of flow'ers for nectar. 

The harvester can be seen 


aphids and then suck the body contents 
from them. Then the larva morbidly 
incorporates the empty woolly skins of its 
victims into its own w'ebbing. After eleven 
or twelve days of feasting on aphids, the 
larva changes into a pupa, leaves the 
aphids and forms a chrysalis on a nearby 
alder twig or leaf. If you happen to see a 
chrysalis on an alder, look at it closely, the 
underside ofthe harvester chrysalis is said 
to resemble a monkey face (Pyle, 1981; 
Opler, 1992; Layberrye/o/., 1998). 

The adult harvester butterflies obtain 
nutrition from the honey dew secretions of 
the w'oolly aphids. Perhaps this 
characteristic, along with the predation of 
the caterpillar on aphids, earned it the 
genus name Feniseca which means 
‘mow'er’ or 'person w'ho mow's" in latin 
(Opler, 1984). 

The harvester also visits mud or moist 
sand to imbibe moisture (Opler, 1992) 
which is where w'e found some of our 
harvesters. The tw'o we saw at a muddy 
spot w'ere also either interested in w'omen, 
or salt, or salty women, as they readily 
landed on Barb Charlton’s sweats’ arm 


in the Hamilton area and most 
other parts of Ontario too. The Ontario 
Butterfly Atlas shows locations for this 
species as far west as Kenora District, 
and a few locations in other areas around 
northern Ontario within the Great Lakes 
basin, and through central, eastern and 
southern Ontano to London (Holmes et 
ctl, 1991), but not southwest of London. 
However, the 1998 checklist of butterflies 
for Point PeleeNational Park lists harvester 
as occurring there. It has strayed into the 
Park in recent years but is only known to 
have reproduced there on two occasions 
(Wormington, 1998). Also, in 1999, two 
individuals w'ere seen in Objibway 
Provincial Nature Reserve in Windsor 
(Wormington, pers. comm.). 

Ifyou want to seethe only carnivorous 
butterfly species inNorth Americalocally 
and at one of only afew' recorded locations 
in the Hamilton Study Area, harvesters 
can be seen among the al ders just past the 
last break at the far end of the tip of the 
wallows in Coote’s Paradise(Lamond and 
Wormington. 1995). 

Recordsforadultsduring 1988-1992 
indicate that harvesters can be found on 
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the willows at Coote’s Paradise in early 
June, anytime in July or August and into 
early September with the latest date of 
recorded observationfor 1988-1992 being 
September 181988(Lamond, 1989; 1990; 
1991; 1992; 1993). 

In 1999, however, Matt Mills sawtwo 
harvesters atthe willows on May 8 and six 
more on May 16 (Mills, pers. comm.),so 
it is a butterfly that can turn up even in early 
spring. 

Since 1992, the Long Point Butterfly 
Counthas been annually organized by one 
of our club members, Chauncey Wood, 
alongwithPeterCarsonoftheHaldimand- 
Norfolk FieldNaturalists. 

This year’s count had a species total 
of 5 2 which ties the previous high count in 
1995. The count area that we surveyed is 
apnme location for butterflies and worth 
visiting on your own. However, as with 
birds and plants, the diversity ofbutterflies 
in Haldimand-Norfolk is very high in most 
areas so ifyou are interested, there are still 
many count areas left that have not been 
covered in the past. Contact Chauncey 
and Sarah Wood at 519-426-0039 for 
more information. 

Finally, if the prospect of deer flies 
puts you off, try this new device called 
‘Tred-Not Deerfly Patches' which you 
can order from Lee Valley Tools. It is not 
a pesticide-based product. It is just two- 
sided, very sticky tape thatis placed on the 
back of your hat because that is where 
deerflies aremostlikely to land. Obviously, 
this is a savvy strategy for an insect that 
bites mammals with good eyesight. 

Barb Charlton caught eight deer flies 
on her patch during the course of our 
butterfly count but she told me her record 
was 27 flies in one day! 
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End of Camping 
at Point Pelee 
National Park 

By Pietre Arnold 

Group Camping intheNational Park 
comes to an end March 31, 2000. The 
Club has camped at Point PeleeNational 
Park for the last nine years to take in the 
Spring migration. The forum is successful 
because over the years, beginners have 
fledged to become expert birders. 

As a result of contamination from 
DDT and other pesticides, parts of the 
Park once used for agriculture have been 
closed. The Park has been forced into 
advancingits plan to give space occupied 
for humans back to nature. 

The maintenance compound and 
warden office are currently closed and 
will be re-located near the Pelee Hotel. 
The Head Office will also be moved 
outside the Park. 

A reduced Camp Henry which was 
closed in 1998 will be moving into aportron 
of the existing group campsite (Marsh 
Hawk and Black Walnut). 

The other part ofthe group campsite, 
Little Racoon, will be used to fulfill the 
education and stewardship mandate of 
Parks Canada, and restricted to campers 
18 years and under orenrolled inschool. It 
appears that these rules would 
accommodate students with aneed to do 
field studies in the Park. 

Camping for the spring migration is 
still possible at Sturgeon Woodsjust outside 
of the Park. For much nicer natural 
surroundings Wheatley Provincial Park is 
recommended. Also Rondeau Provincial 
Park provides a spring migration. ||j 
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Scout House Restoration Underway 


by Lyn Hcmna-Folkes 

Club members may be wondering 
what has happened with the HNC ’ s Scout 
House prairie garden that was destroyed 
by Hamilton-Wentworth government 
employees last fall HNC Board member 
Tom Crooks and myself have been 
attending meetings and communicating 
with Pat Campea, an engineer in the 
regional construction department. Weare 
happytoreportthatthe resurrection ofthis 
restoration project has begun. 

The regional government has awarded 
a contract to restore the site to Aboud & 
Associates, ahighquality firm from Guelph. 
I had a chance to review their proposal 
which returns prairie plants to the hill in 


By Pierre Arnold 

This year's Point Pelee camping trip 
was quite uneventful except for one 
occasion. I was walking toward the tip, 
lagging the group, when an English birder 
suddenly exclaimed the often quoted 
"What was that?” 

"It’s a little gull” responded his 
mate. I chipped in immediately, digging up 
all my Pelee knowledge on gulls, ‘'Oh, 
yes. we get Little Gulls here occasionally, 
did you see the dark under the wings?' ’ 

The reply came immediately, "'Oh 
no. no, no. We call all little gulls, little 
gulls”. 

By this time, the'' What's that ” visitor 
from England had beamed his telescope 
on the tip. and declared with triumph, “It’s 
a Ross’s Gull”. 

I thought, all credit to these enthusiastic 


front of the old stone reservoir wall. I’m 
sure this will please everyone who was 
involved in the original planting. 

Aboud & Associates has marked 
some prairie plants that surprisingly 
survived the 1998 construction, and has 
begun aweed control program forseveral 
invasive species that now dominate the 
site. The soil will be amended manually. 

Unfortunately, a single surviving 
butterfly milkweed was stolen from the 
site in early August. This rare milkweed 
will likely die, wherever it has been 
transplated, because the roots are so deep, 
fragile and sensitive to transplanting. 


birders from England who come to Pelee 
every year and conduct the cardinal rale: 
“Identifyevery bird”. 

The tip was immediately inundated 
with birders from all around filing up to 6 
deep ontheshorelineofthe tip, an estimated 
crowd peaked at about 360. About 6 
super-scopes were lined up, and eventually 
all got a chance to see the mostly sitting 
white bird with a bit of black on it. 

A Pelee Martial called in 
reinforcements stating that the crowd was 
out of control. As far as I could see the 
only person out of control was one expert 
group leader who instead ofgivingfnendly 
advice was rudely shouted orders"" Out” 
to those who either could not see the bird 
or were taking up too much scope time. 

While the actual rare-sighting was 
dull, the conditions of sighting certainly 
were exciting.^ 


plant to flourish and simply collected seed 
this fall, which grows easily in sandy soil. 
If you know someone interested in 
acquiring rare plants, encourage them to 
call the HNC for advice, both ethical and 
practical, so such fatal mistakes can be 
avoided. 

On a more positive note, Aboud & 
Associates may be planting some rare 
Solidago rigida (Stiff Goldenrod) and 
Andropogon gerardii (Big Bluestem) at 
the Scout House site. 

These plants were rescued through 
the efforts of John Fischer from the old kiln 
site offHighway 403 in Burlington. About 
a dozen HNC volunteers did an excellent 
j ob saving more than two pickup truckfuls 
of potted rare plants on a very warm July 
30th. Many thanks to all the participants. 

The regional government has decided 
to pave the shoulder of James Mountain 
Road in front of the prairie garden for 
traffic safety purposes. ScoutHouse users 
and neighbours have had difficulty turning 
on this curved road foryears, even before 
the HNC garden existed. 

I’m breathing a sigh of relief and am 
excited about the Scout House 
revitalization. Nowifthegovemment could 
just admit that the residents ofHamilton- 
Wentworth undeniably need the many 
benefits from the existing Red Hill Creek 
Valley, they would convince me thatthey 
do have our wellbeing in mind and can 
makegood decisionsforourqualityoflife. 

Anyone wishing to see the plan for the 
new Scout House prairie garden can 
contactTom Crooks oftheHNC Board of 
Directors.^ 


The thief could have left the original 


Rare Bird Siting at Pelee 
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Red Hill Assessment 

by Don McLean 

The permanent protection of the Red 
Hill Valley from a proposed expressway 
moved considerably closer over the 
summer. At the presenttime, members of 
the public are being asked to provide 
comments on their concerns about the 
expressway to federal officials 

Shortly after our May Wood Duck 
went to press, the federal Minister of the 
Environment announced the bumping up 
of the environmental assessment of the 
expressway to a full Panel Review. This 
decision responded to arecommendation 
madeby David Anderson, thentheMinister 
of Fisheries and Oceans, whose 
department had initiated an assessment 
screeningthe previous June. 

‘ 1 Duringthe environmental screening 
of this proj ect led by my officials, sufficient 
information became available to Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada to make it clear that 
theprojectmayresultinsignificant adverse 
environmental effects”, said Minister 
Anderson. Such a finding automatically 
requires that a Panel Review take place. 

Federal officials had notified the 
Regional government as early as March 
1996 that a federal assessment of the 
project would take place because the 
expressway is certain to affect the habitat 
offish in Red Hill Creek. The roadway will 
cross the creek at least eight times, even 
after five kilometres of the creek bed has 
been relocated or reconstructed. In a 
letter of March 4, 1996, Environment 
Canada said that the assessment would 
examine ‘‘all potential environmental 
impacts of the project’ ’. 

Draftterms ofreferenceforthe Panel 
Review were released in mid-May, and 


Seeks Public Input on 

How to Comment 

You can send your comments on 
the Red Hill Expressway project to 
‘ ‘ Red Hill Creek Expressway Review 
Panel, c/o Iannick Lamirande, 
Information Officer, 200 Sacre-Coeur 
Boulevard, 13th floor, Hull, Quebec 
K1A 0H3 ’ ’. The fax number is (819) 
997-4931 oryou can emailyour views 
to <iannick.lamirande@ceaa.gc ca>. 
Ifyou wish to make an oral presentation, 
call Mr. Lamirande at (819) 95 3-5842. 

finalized in early July. They require 
examinationof ‘ ‘ the environmental effects 
oftheproject, includingthe environmental 
effects of malfunctions or accidents that 
may occur in connection with the project 
and any cumulative environmental effects 
that are likely to result from the project in 
combination withother projects or activities 
that have been or will be carried out”. 

They also require consideration of 
‘‘the purpose of the project” and 
‘‘alternative means of carrying out the 
project”, as well as the ‘‘need for” and 
‘‘alternatives to” the expressway, and 
the ‘‘extent to which biological diversity 
(e.g, ecosystems and/or species diversity) 
is affected by the project”. 

While these criteria are all standard, 
and have been included in every panel 
review ever held in Canada, the Regional 
govemmenttookstrongexceptiontothem. 
On August 4, it initiated a constitutional 
challenge against the terms of reference, 
the holding of the assessment itself, and 
the requirement that the Region obtain a 
permit under the Fisheries Act before 
proceeding with the expressway. 

This court challenge is expected to 


The Wood Duck 


Issues md Concerns 

take about 18 months to resolve. The 
Region also withdrewits application for a 
Fi shenes Act permit in order to try to stop 
the assessment process, but this was 
rejected by both the out-going Minister of 
the Environment, Christine Stewart, and 
hersuccessorin that post, David Anderson. 

On August 11, the “Draft EIS 
Guidelines” for the assessment were 
released for a 45-day public comment 
period. When finalized in late September, 
these guidelines will provide specific 
direction to the Regional government as to 
what issues it must address in its 
Environmental Impact Statement on the 
expressway, how those issues must be 
addressed, and in what detail. 

Thereviewpanelhasscheduledpublic 
meetingsforSeptember9-l 1 inHamilton 
to receive oral presentations, while letters 
and other written submissions are being 
accepted up until September 25 (see box 
for how you can participate). The public 
comments are being solicited to help the 
Panel understand why the public is 
concerned about Iheproposed expressway, 
what impacts they expect to occur, and 
what questions they want the Regional 
government to answer. 

Copies of the Draft Guidelines and 
otherdocumentsrelatingtotheassessment 
are available on the second floor of the 
Hamilton Central Library (55 York 
Boulevard, Hamilton) and on the website 
of the Canadian Environmental Assess¬ 
ment Agency at <www.ceaa.gc.ca>. 

Shortly after the Panel Review was 
announced inMay, the federal government 
announced it would provide up to $25,000 
to help organizations and individuals to 
participate in the first stage of the 
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assessment (ending September 25). The 
HNC Board applied for funding and was 
allocated $2000 The Conservation and 
Education Committee is determining how 
these monies will be used. 

While the Club will be making a 
formal submission to the Review Panel in 
September, individual members of the 
HNC may also make their views known 
orally or in writing to the PanelJH 

Plant Study Group 
Field Events 

Saturday, Sept 25 9:30 am - 2 pm 

Mushrooms of 
Spooky Hollow 

Join Dr. Peter Rice to search out 
the mushrooms of Spooky Hollow. 
Bring a basket, asmall paring knife and 
lunch. Meet at 8:30 am at McDonald’s, 
comer of Upper James and Rvmal 
Road 

Contact JeanStollard 634-3538. 


Saturday, Oct 9 9:30 am - 1 pm 

Visit the Zuk Zone 
with George Meyers 

Enjoy a fall ramble among the 
exotic species of the Zuk Zone. Meet 
at George’s place and bring a lunch. 
Exit the QEW at Bartlett Ave, go south 
(away from lake) toCentral AvefSouth 
SendeeRd), turn west onCentral Ave. 
then turn left onto Bedford Park Drive 
(second street past the first stop sign on 
Central Ave ). George’s address is 7 
Bedford Park Drive. Grimsby 

Contact JeanStollard 634-3538 


MNR Plans Release of 
Non-Native Bird Species in Ontario 


by Christine Bishop 

You may have read an article in 
Seasons magazine announcing that the 
Ontano Ministry of Natural Resources 
(OMNR) plans an introduction of around 
200 ring-necked pheasants (Phasianus 
colchicus) in the Aylmer district as a pilot 
project that could later be expanded across 
southern Ontario. 

According to Pud Hunter of the 
OMNR Aylmer district, the number 
currently being released is very' small, 
generally around 50 birds, and are for 
hunting purposes only. The OMNR is 
considering expanding the project but 
expansion is ‘on hold ’ as OMNR gathers 
more information. 

The ring-necked pheasant was 
originally introduced to Ontario from 
Eurasia in the late 1800s. Since then the 
bird has been used for 1 release and shoot’ 
hunting and introduced in local areas, for 
example, on Pelee Island 20,000 pheasants 
are released and hunted each year. 

Birds that were not killed in the fall 
hunt usually froze to death in the C anad ian 
winter. In the milder, southern parts of 
Ontario asmall population has persisted. 

Recently, the OMNR has suggested 
that a ‘vacant ecological niche’ needs to 
be filled in the grasslands that have 
developed on road sides and abandoned 
agricultural lands and this is why a larger 
scale re-introduction is being considered. 

However, many naturalists question 
the need to conduct such a program. 
There are so many species that need help 
that are under provincial jurisdiction yet 


the OMNR is choosing to spend money 
and time on this non-native species, and 
time IS money when you have so few 
biologists left on OMNR staff. 

For example, the greater prairie 
chicken is now extirpated from Ontario 
and thenorthem bobwhite is endangered 
nationally. There are 81 species of flora 
and fauna that are designated as Species 
at Risk in Ontario. Introducing a non¬ 
native species contradicts the Canadian 
Wildlife Policy signed by the Ontario 
government m 1990. 

Furthermore, the OMNR has 
indicated that any predators that threaten 
the introduced birds will be trapped. 
Mammals will be trapped and killed; raptors 
will be trapped and re-located. 

The OMNR presented the larger 
scale plan for Ontario to the Ontario 
Ministry ofthe Environment for approval 
last spring. Due to the nature of the 
project, the Environmental Bill of Rights 
demands that public consultation be 
conducted and it was. The OMNR is no w 
consideringtheseresponses, and, collecting 
more information and that is why the 
projectisonhold. 

However, the OMNR is still receiving 
any comments on the proposal to introduce 
the ring-necked pheasant to Ontario. If 
you feel that you need to voice your 
opinion to the OMNR about this issue you 
should write a letter, phone or email to: 

Mr. Pud Hunter, OMNR, 353 Talbot 
St. West., Aylmer, Ontario N5H 2S8; 
519-773 -9014 (fax); 519-773-9241 
(phone); <hunterpu@epo.gov.on. ca>||j 
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Wildlife Habitat Corridors 


by Jim and Jean Sto!lard 

OnMay 1 Oth, Dr. TomNudds spoke 
to the Club about habitat corridors for 
wildlife, asking the question of whether 
these corridors are the answer to the 
vexing problem of how to develop more 
land while preserving wildlife habitat, or 
yetanothercomplicationforurbanplanners. 

Over the past 100 years this land has 
gone from full forest to small islands of 
woods, often in the form of long, strip 
woodlots. Thishasresultedintheinsulation 
of natural habitat and consequently, the 
disconnection of wildlife from their natural 
areas. 

This canbeseenintheisolationof our 
parks, such as Point Pelee in Ontario, 
surrounded by water on one side and 
farmland on the other or Riding Mountain 


in Manitoba which is an island 
encompassed by farmland. In these 
fragmented areas, interior forest species 
such as Thrushes and Ovenbird are in 
decline as predators such as Cowbirds 
move in. A study in Eastern Ontario 
confirmed that there were more edge 
species in the fragmented areas and fewer 
interior species. 

Asolutionhas been to use corridors 
to combat fragmentation. The idea is to 
re-connect natural areas with corridors so 
that wildlife can travel easily from one 
area to another. An example of this is the 
Y2Y Project, connecting the Yukon to 
Yellowstone National Park. 

But, do these wildlife corridors really 
work? Developers will tell us that they do. 
They claim that they can develop an area 


and all will be well, as long as they leave 
corridorsfor wildlife. Isthistme? Asituation 
in Dundas proved that it is not. 

A developer made the argument for 
corridors based on theleap offaiththat die 
wildlife actually used the ravines set aside 
for the purpose. However, Dr. Nudds' 
students did a study in which they counted 
animal tracks in the snow and discovered 
that wildlife used the table lands and not 
the ravines to travel over their range. 

A follow up count of roadkills 
confirmed the earlier finding that the 
tablelands were the routes of choice for 
wildlife. Consequently, the developers 
application was denied. A victory for 
wildlife and an upbeat way to end our 
season.H 


The HNC Plant Study Group 


by Jean Stollard 

Small, but enthusiastic and ambitious, 
the Plant Study Group took on some 
exciting projects last season. Led by Lyn 
Hanna-Folkes, pressure from the group 
resulted in the Region repairing, at their 
cost, the damage that was done to the 
naturalized area at Scout House when 
road work was done on James Street last 
year. 

A sketching course held last winter 
with naturalist Chris Early, was well 
received by members of the Club. An 
update of the biotic contents of the 
sanctuaries as well as an inventory of the 
new Short Hills addition, was undertaken 
by the group and will be ongoing over the 
next year or two. Our group has also 
begun waiting a booklet on the use of 


native plants innaturalized gardens. Itwill 
describe what plants are available each 
season, list the best plants to choose as 
well as those to avoid, provide a list of 
sources of plants and give tips on care. 
The publication date is targetedfor 
December, 2000. 

Last season the Plant Study Group 
met at the home of Pam Watts, who was 
also a co-organizer of the group. 
Unfortunately, she is unableto participate 
as an organi zer this year, but we hope that 
she will continue to attend Plant Study 
Group meetings .Herenthusiasmforpl ants 
and creativity are major assets for the 
group. Thanks, Pam, for your hard work 
on behalf of the Plant Study Group over 
the past few years. 

The upcoming season promises to be 


interesting, including topics such as 
mushrooms, tree identification, shrub 
identification, winter wildflowers, a 
sketching workshop, a photography 
workshop next spring, herbal remedies, 
and edible plants. We will be continuing 
work on our booklet and the inventory of 
the Short Hills addition and most months 
there will be an outing in addition to the 
monthly meeting, some of which will relate 
to the topic discussed at the monthly 
meeting. 

This year the Plant Study Group will 
meet at Scout House, 375 James St. S. 
Hamilton. The first meetingis Thursday, 
September 16 at 7:30 pm. I hope that 
everyone who is interested will be able to 
attend this year. For information please 
contact Jean Stollard 634-3538,j§| 


page 11 


The Wood Duck 


September 1999 


Natural Areas Evaluation Project - 1999 


The HNC recently contracted the 
sendees of Julee Crinklaw, as Natural 
Areas Status Review for a six-month 
period to undertake work on a number of 
Consen'ation and Education Committee 
goals set out in theNatural Areas Evaluation 
Project. 

By Julee Crinklaw 

TheNatural Areas Evaluation Project 
has reached its midpoint. The project, 
which commenced in June ofthis year and 
will be completed in early December, will 
assist in monitoring the effectiveness of 
currentpolicies protecting natural areas in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, in 
partnership with the Regional Municipality 
ofHamilton-WentworthandtheHamilton 
Region Conservation Authority, secured 
maj or funding from Envi ronment C anada's 
Science Horizons Youth Internship 
Program. The partners also contributed 
funding and valuable in-kind support. 

The project is a comprehensive, 
qualitative evaluation and review of 
EnvironmentallySignificantAreas(ESAs) 
in the Hamilton-Wentworth Region It has 
been supervised by representatives from 
the project partners; Sheila O’Neal 
(HamiltonNaturalists’ Club), Cathy Plosz 
(Regional Municipality of Hamilton- 
Wentworth), and Scott Konkle and Bruce 
Duncan (Hamilton Region Consen'ation 
Authority). 

The main objectives of the study are: 

1) to investigate and illustrate development 
pressures in and around existing ESAs, 
and 2) to identify new candidates for ES A 
designation. Furthermore, using aerial 
photographs we hope to create a visual 
snapshot of the extent of natural areas in 


the Region, past and present. 

This project precedes the Regional 
Official Plan (ROP) review planned for 
the year 2000, and it is expected this 
evaluation will contribute valuable 
information to strengthen ROP policies on 
natural heritage. 

Environmentally Significant Areas 
(ESAs) are established through the 
Regional Official Plan ESAs consist of 
natural areas which serve an important 
ecological or biological function(s) (e.g. 
migratory stop-overs), exhibit rare or varied 
topography, contain rare or varied plant or 
animal species, provide habitat for rare 
species, have been designated Areas of 
Natural or Scientific Interest (ANSIs), 
and/or have been designated as 
Provincially Significant Wetlands. 

Area municipalities are required to 
zone designated ESAs in land use 
classifications that recognize only existing 
uses, including agricultural uses and 
appropriate conservation activities 
(Regional Municipality of Hamilton- 
Wentworth, 1998). Yet land useadjacent 
to ESAs may not be compatible with 
conservation principles. Zoning and land 
development in and adjacent to existing 
ESAs will be examined in order to prioritize 
ESAs under development pressure. 

The Regional Official Plan requires 
that proposed land use changes, in and 
adjacent to ESAs, be referred to the 
Environmentally Significant Areas Impact 
Evaluation Group (ES AIEG) for review'. 

ESAIEG review's proposals for 
development on a case-bv-case basis. 
However, impacts on the natural systems 
of the Region may be negligible on the 
basis of an individual project, but 


considerable when examined collectively. 

TheNatural Areas Evaluation Project 
will review development on a regional 
scale, and, we hope, provide insight on 
potential cumulativeimpacts to thenatural 
areas system as a whole. A development 
sensitivity index will be developed to 
identify natural areas that are most likely 
to be affected by land use changes. 

Staff members from the Hamilton 
Region, Halton Region, Grand River and 
Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
Authorities, biologists/ecologists from the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
and staff from area municipalities have 
been contacted to identify ecological 
inventories that have been completed since 
the Natural Areas Inventory w'as 
concluded by the Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club (1995). 

Using this information, w'e hope to 
identify natural sites that meet ESA criteria, 
and propose them for ESA status in the 
ROP review', Natural areas w'ith 
insufficient ecological information/ 
inventories wall be recommended as sites 
for ESA status (at this point), to be 
catalogued for future study. 

Please feel free to contact me if you 
have any questions or comments on the 
Natural Areas Evaluation Project, 
telephone (905) 540-5349, e-mail 
jcrinkla@hamilton-went. on.ca§H 
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You Might Be A Birder If... 


Someone yells “Duck!”, and you 
look up and shout ‘ ‘ Where? ’ ’ 

Vacations are planned to maximize 
the number of life birds 

You criticize television programs and 
commercials that depict a Bald Eagle but 
play a Red-tailed Hawk call. 

Your kids are named Buteo and 
Accipiter. 

People stop and stare when you pish 
at the shrubbery at the local mall 

On sunny days you hop in the car, 
crank up your tape of bird calls, and drive 
like crazy to the nearest mountain where 
the thermals are great for soaring hawks. 

You try to talk your kid into going to 
college in Belize so that you have an 
excuse to go and bird there. 

Clouds take on the shape ofbirds, and 
you can distinguish male fromfemale, and 
adult from immature plumage. 


Welcome! 

We would like to welcome the 
followingnewmembers who joined the 
HNC over the summer: 

Sue Chorko 

Wendy Derjugin, Owen Emery 
and Lee Emery 
Carl Hamann 
Stephen, Cathy, Stephanie 
and Michael Lechniak 
Walter Phillips and Natalia Wolf 
Sharon-Leigh Robinson and family 
Elaine and George Serena 
Tom and Lisa Staton 


One of the joys of being on the 
internet is receiving humourous 
items fvm fiends. The source of 
this list is unknown and may 
simply have grown as it has been 
electronically passed around. 
Answering ‘‘yes’’ to any of these 
questions qualifies you as a 
birder. 


You have actually BEEN to the local 
Dump and Sewage Lagoons. 

A machine squeaks at work and you 
describe itto maintenance as sounding like 
a black-and-white warbler. 

The first timeyou meetyour future in¬ 
laws, you demonstrate the courtship dance 
of the woodcock, replete with sound 
effects. 

You spend fifteen minutes preparing 
dinnerforyourfamily, and thirty' minutes 
mixing and placing seed for your birds. 

You wake up your spouse at 5:30am 
and exclaim, ‘ ‘ Is that a phoebe I’m hearing 
outside the window?’ ’ 

Preparing for trips to visit out-of- 
provincerelatives involves contactinglocal 
birders, securing local bird lists, and buying 
the appropriate Guides. 

You identify calls of birds in the 
soundtracks of television shows and 
movies. 

You often call your four children by 
each other’s names, but you never 
misidentify Lesser or Greater Yellowlegs. 


News that a species has been split 
(and you have already seen both forms!) 
is cause for a three day drunk. 

When pulled over by the local police 
(Hat, Badge, Gun, No Smile) for speeding 
you ask him/her to step to one side while 
writing out your ticket because you think 
that that might be a Bicknell’s Thrush in 
the tree across the road. 

You are sure that in Heaven there are 
six months of May and six months of 
September. 

Your spouse says, “Its either me or 
the birds, ” and you have to think about it. 

You are reading this list and preparing 
your own. 

Nominations 

Requested 

The annual elections for members 
of the HNC Board of Directors take 
place at the October membership 
meeting (October 4) which is also the 
Annual General Meeting of the Club. 
Nominations can be made by any 
member of the Club in writing to the 
Chair of the Nominating Committee 
by October 1 st. Please include asigned 
consent of the nominee. 

Thisyear’sChairisPastPresident 
JeanStollard. Her address is 4557-7 
Woodview Road, Burlington, Ontario 
L7N 2Z9. Ifyou are interested in being 
on the Board, please call Jean at (905) 
634-3538, or one of the other two 
Committee members: John Struger 
547-5116 and JocelynNeysmith 540- 
1094. 
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From the Conservation and Education Committee 


By Jocelyn Neysmith 
and Sheila O 'Neal 
The April meeting oftheConservation 
and Education Committee was held, 
appropriately enough, on Earth Day, April 
22,1999. In preparation for undertaking 
theNatural Areas Evaluation Project (see 
above), we the hosted two members of 
the Hamilton-Wentworth Region’s 
Environmentally Significant Areas Impact 
Evaluation Group (ESAIEG) George 
Coker has been a member of ESAIEG 
since its inception, and HNC member 


Ambassadors Wanted! 

Are you a friendly, outgoing 
individual who enjoys speaking to 
groups both young and old? Do you 
have a basic knowledge of natural 
history, and would be willing to share 
your enthusiasm for the Hamilton 
area’s wildlife and natural places with 
others? 

If so, the Conservation and 
EducationCommitteeneedsyou! We 
are looking for a volunteer who has 
some time to offer, both duringthe day 
and in the evening, to present the slide 
show "What’s Alive in Hamilton- 
Wentworth?” to various groups, 
including school classes and public 
service organizations. 

The presentation comes complete 
with text, and we would like to share 
the information about the area’s natu ral 
history with a wider audience. If you 
are interested in volunteering a few 
hours of your time, please contact 
Sheila O'Neal at the Conservation 
Tableduringmonthlymeetings, orcall 
389-7598. 


Lynn Hanna-Folkes is a former member 
of ESAIEG. It should be noted that 
several members of the Club have 
volunteered their time as past and current 
members of ESAIEG. 

ESAIEG was set up in 1992, when 
nine volunteers were selected as members 
through an advertisement and interview 
process. Though many volunteers have 
come and gone in theyears since, members 
of ESAIEG always bring a diversity of 
expertise to the table. The current group 
includes aplanner, acivil engineer, a solid 
w'aste disposal specialist, a botanist, an 
avian expert and ahydrogeologist. George 
Coker himself possesses a variety ofwork 
experience in the areas of fisheries and 
fish habitat characteristics, endangered 
species and watershed studies. 

ESAIEG’s mandate is to provide 
advice to Regional Environment office 
staff on applications for buildingpermits, 
septic beds, and similar projects that are 
adjacent to designated Environmentally 
Significant Areas (ESAs). 

The group review's a range ofprojects, 
from backyard greenhouses and park 
expansions to housing developments and 
golf courses. Club members will be pleased 
to note that one of their first steps is to 
review the HNC-led Natural Areas 
Inventory to determine the significance of 
a particular site and ensure that those 
features are not affected. 

All proponents must complete a form 
with regard to their project, and ESAEIG 
often asks for further information, including 
a site map Proponents of larger projects 
often retain a consultant to address other 
necessary approvals, and the consultant 
may also make apresentation to ESAIEG 


and answer questions. Most projects 
involve a site visit by ESAIEG members. 

Sometimes ESAIEG is asked to clarify 
the boundanes of an ESA, and this may be 
determined on a site visit 

OnceESAIEGhas all the information 
required, the group provides advice to 
staff of the Regional Environment 
Department. Though ESAIEG’s 
recommendations are not binding, staff 
may include them as part of the permit 
process. 

Hamilton-Wentw'orth Regional 
council makes the ultimate decision on 
whether to accept staffs recom¬ 
mendations. Though development does 
still occur within and around ESAs, our 
speakers informed us that for the most 
part these projects are single family 
dwellings, golf course extensions, etc.j^j 


OEN Conference 

Ripples and Waves, The Ontario 
Environment Network Annual Fall 
Conference will take place October 1 - 
3, at Lion’s Head, Ontario. 

Representatives from over 100 
environmental groups from across the 
province will discuss the future of 
Ontario ’ s water. Topics to be covered 
include diversions and exports, 
groundwater protection. Great Lakes 
issues, and much more. The 
conference offers an excellent 
opportunityfornetworkingwithfellow 
environmental activists, sharing 
expenences, and learning. Call the 
OEN at (519) 837-2565 or E-mail 
oen@w'eb.net for more information. 
Car pool available from Hamilton.^ 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 


The Wood Duck 


by Rob Dobos 

Total number of species recorded in the HS A during 1999 to April 30:173. Underlined species or dates require documentation by 
the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records Committee. For 
species marked with ', all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are listed. 

Observers: Stan Bajumy (SB), Barb Charlton (BC), Dave Copeland (DCo), Jim Cram (JC), Tom Crooks (TCr), Robert 
Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave Don (DD), George Drought (GD), Gavin Edmondstone (GE), Marcel Gahbauer (MG), Bob 
Gapes (BG), Diane Green (DGr), Carl Hamann (CH), John Hannah (JHh), Jean Iron (JI), Marcie Jacklin (MJa), Mark Jennings 
(MJ), Jean Johnson (JJ), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Joyce Litster (JLi), Rick Ludkin (RL), Stuart 
Mackenzie (SM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Matt Mills (MM),NormMurr(NM), GeorgeNaylor(GN),NiagaraPeninsula 
Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Rose Petersen (RP), Ron Pittaway (RPi), Bill Read (BR), Tony Salvadori (TSv), 
Glenda Slessor (GS), Ian Smith (IS), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike Street (MS), Hilbran Verstraete (HV), Rob Waldhuber (RW), 
Jim Watt (JW), Brian Wylie (BW), many observers (m.obs ). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the migration 
L -last occurrence for the migration 
HS A -Hamilton Study Area 
max. -maximum# reported 
terr. -territorial bird 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 

f. -female 

ad -adult 

imm. -immature 

1 st yr. -first year 

1 st sum. -first summer 

2 nd sum. -second summer 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant \BR] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN\ 
Halton [HL\ 

Hamilton-W entworth [HW] 
Niagara [AG] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [ILL] 


April 1999 

Red-throated Loon#: Five on Lake Ontario ofFShoreacres [HL] Apr 3 * (KM era/.); birds past Woodland Cemetery [HW]\ 1 
-Apr 10 (JC), 3 -Apr 15 (RSt); seven offFifty Point C. A. [HW/NG] Apr 29 (SM). 

Common Loon: 174past Woodland Cemetery Apr 3 (JO elal.)\ 15 off Burlington Lakeshore [HL] Apr 17 (KM); 12over 
Ruthven, Cayuga [HN] Apr 19 (RL). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Two at Vanderliek Pond, Bismarck [AG] Apr 10-on (KM.JI.RPi); one at Middletown Marsh [HW] Apr 10- 
15 (RD,BC). 

Horned Grebe: Ten off Green Rd, Stoney Creek [HW] Apr 8 (RD); 100 off Spencer Smith Park [HL] Apr 16 (RD); 300 off 
Burlington Lakeshore Apr 17 (KM). 

Red-necked Grebe: One at Dundas Hydro Pond [HW] Apr 2 (JJ); five at Bronte [HL] Apr 9 (MJ); 49 off Shoreacres Apr 15 
(RD); amax. of 80 offBurlington Lakeshore Apr 17 (KM); the pair returned to nest again at Bronte Harbour [HL] by early 
April, but had abandoned the site due to disturbance from boating activity 7 (GE). 

Double-crested Cormorant: 490 off Bronte Apr 22 (MJ). 
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Great Blue Heron: 22 over St Augustine’s Cemetery, Dundas [HW] Apr 3 (MM). 

Great Egret#: Three at Valley Inn [ HL ] Apr 2 (KM,RW); one at Middletown Marsh Apr 7 (RD). 

Green Heron: Two at Middletown Marsh Apr 29 * (RD). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One at Bronte Marsh [HL] Apr 2 * and 30 there Apr 16 (MJ); four at Valley' Inn Apr 6 
(RC,GS); rune at Shoreacres Apr 9 (BG); 14 at NE Shore of Harbour [HW\ Apr 19 including one nest with two eggs (MM et 
al). 

Tundra Swan: 12overBeamer C.A., Grimsby [AG] Apr 4 L (KM). 

Trumpeter Swan: One at Valens C A. [HW\ Apr 5 (RD); two on Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HW] Apr 29 (RD). 

Wood Duck: 25 at Hendrie Valley | HL] and 14 at Middletown Marsh Apr 13 (RD). 

Gadwall: 55 at Dundas Marsh [ HW] Apr 5 (RD). 

American Wigeon: 45 at Valens C.A. Apr 5 (RD); 15 at Smithville Sewage Ponds [AG] Apr 10 (KM,JI,RPi); 17 at pond on 
Hwy 8 E of Middletown Rd [HW] Apr 18 (RD,BC). 

Blue-winged Teal: Nine at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [AG] Apr 26 (SM). 

Northern Shoveler: Five at Tollgate Ponds [HW] Apr 1 F and 39 there Apr 9 (RD). 

Northern Pintail: Two at Dundas Marsh Apr 5 (RD). 

Green-winged Teal: 70 at Dundas Marsh Apr 2 (KM,RW). 

Canvasback: 17 off N Shore of Harbour Apr 6 (RD); one m. at Vanderliek Pond Apr 24 L (KM). 

Redhead: Five at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 9 (MM). 

Ring-necked Duck: 36 at Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] and 98 at Valens C.A. Apr 5 (RD), 14 offN Shore of Harbour Apr 6 
(RD); 55 at Vanderliek Pond Apr 24 (KM). 

Harlequin Duck#: One f. off Burlington Lakeshore Apr I -30 (m obs). 

Surf Scoter: 100 off Green Rd, Stoney Creek Apr 8 (RD), 300 off Burlington Lakeshore Apr 17 (KM). 

White-winged Scoter: 300 off Green Rd, Stoney Creek Apr 8 (RD). 

Black Scoter: Six off Green Rd, Stoney' Creek Apr 8 (RD); 20 off Burlington Lakeshore Apr 17 (KM). 

Oldsquaw: 5000 off Green Rd. Stoney Creek Apr 8 (RD). 

Hooded Merganser: Eight at Ruthven. Cayuga Apr 3 (RL); two at Middletown Marsh Apr 14 (RD); seven at Green Mt Rd 
Quany [HW] Apr 18 (RD,BC) 

Common Merganser: 140 at Valens C.A Apr 5 (RD). 

Ruddy Duck: 47 at Tollgate Ponds Apr 1 (RD): 13 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 26 (SM). 

Osprey: Two at Beamer C.A. Apr 3 * (NPH) 

Bald Eagle#: One imm. at Dundas Marsh Apr 2 (KM,RW); one at Christie C.A. [HW] Apr 24 (SM). 

Cooper’s Hawk: One lerr pair at Middletown Marsh Apr 11 -on (RD.BC). 

Northern Goshawk#: One at Christie C.A. Apr 26 (SM). 

Broad-winged Hawk: One at Burlington Beach Canal [HW/HL] Apr 18 * (RD,BC). 

Red-tailed Hawk: One dark morph calurus al Bronte Mar 18 (MJ). 

Golden Eagle#: One at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 20 (SM). 

Merlin#: One at Bronte Apr 3 F (MJ); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 (NPH) 
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Peregrine Falcon#: One at Bronte Harbour Apr 17 (MJ). 

Ring-necked Pheasant#: Onem. at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW\ Apr 24-27 (DL,GL,CH). 

Wild Turkey#: One m. at Middletown Marsh Apr 19 (RD), 

American Coot: Nine at Bronte Harbour Apr 2 (MJ); five off N Shore of Harbour Apr 6 (RD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Five at Valens C.A. Apr 5 (RD); one at Christie C.A. Apr 19 (SM); three at Cone 5 E of Middletown Rd 
[HW\ Apr 28-29 (RD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Seven at Vanderliek Pond Apr 10 (KM). 

Spotted Sandpiper: One at Vanderliek Pond Apr 11 * (MJa). 

Upland Sandpiper#: Three at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Apr 18 * (RP,IS;GN), and four there Apr 27 (DL,GL,CH). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One at Christie C.A. Apr 18 *(SM); six at Vanderliek Pond Apr 24 (KM). 

Dunlin: One at Tollgate P onds Apr 24 (KM). 

Franklin’s Gull#: One ad. at Neibauer’s Marsh, Puslinch ( WL\ Apr 21 *-23 (TSv,HV). 

Little Gull#: One off Van Wagners Beach [HW\ Apr 11 * (RC). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Two past Woodland Cemetery Apr 3 * (JO,RSt); one at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 4 (SM); two at Dundas Marsh 
Apr 5 (RD); five atNE Shore of Harbour Apr 20 (MM). 

Iceland Gull#: One 1st win. at Bronte Harbour Apr 9 (MJ); one 2nd sum. at Tollgate Ponds Apr 11 (RC,GS); one off 
Shoreacres Apr 11 (MG). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull#: One 1st sum. off Spencer Smith Park Apr 19 L (RD). 

Glaucous Gull: One 1 st sum at CCIW [HL\ Apr 20 (RD) 

Caspian Tern: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 1 (RL); two at Woodland Cemetery (JO,RSt) and one at Fifty Point C.A. (SM) 
Apr 3 ; four at Dundas Marsh Apr 5 (RD); 70 at Bronte Apr 22 (MJ); 62 at McCollum Rd, Winona [HW\ Apr 26 (RD). 

Common Tern: Two at NE Shore of Harbour Apr 13 * (RD); 100 at LaSalle Marina Apr 29 (RD). 

Forster’s Tern#: One at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 9 * (SM); one at Bronte Harbour Apr 17 (GE). 

Whip-poor-will#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 26 * (RL). 

Chimney Swift: Two at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 * (RC etal.). 

Red-headed Woodpecker#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 24 F (RL). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker#: Six at Ruthven, Cayuga Mar 31-on (RL). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Two at Shell Park, Bronte [HL\ Apr 3 F (DD). 

Pileated Woodpecker#: Two at Burloak Woods \HL] Apr 13-30 (MJ); one at Middletown Marsh Apr 13-24 (RD); one at 
Bronte Creek Prov. Park [HL\ Apr 18 (DGr). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Mar 29 * (RL), eight at Bronte Apr 6 (MJ). 

Loggerhead Shrike#: One probable bird at Drummond Orchards, Millgrove [HW\ Apr 21 * (BR). 

Blue-headed Vireo: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 * (RC et all). 

Common Raven#: One at Rock Chapel Sanctuary' [ HW\ Apr 7 * (JHh) and at Sydenham Hill, Dundas [HW] Apr 8 (BW). 
Purple Martin: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 * (RC et a/.); 20 at CCIW Apr 22 (RD). 

Tree Swallow: 500 at Grand River at York [HN\ Apr 11 (DL,GL,CH). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: One at Van Wagners Ponds [HW\ Apr 11 * (KM); ten at Bronte Harbour Apr 16 (MJ). 
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Bank Swallow: One at Bronte Harbour Apr 17 * (MJ). 

Cliff Swallow: One at CCIW Apr 16 * (RD). 

Bam Swallow: One at Fifty Point C A Apr 4 * (SM); 100 at CCIW Apr 22 (RD). 

Tufted Titmouse#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 7-15 and two Apr 12-30 (RL); one at Beamer C.A. Apr 3-29 (MS elal.). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: One at Valley Inn Apr 23 F (RD). 

Brown Creeper: 62 at Fifty Point C.A. Apr 2 (SM); five at Bronte Apr 24 L (MJ). 

Carolina Wren#: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 7 (RL); one at S Shore of Cootes Paradise [HW\ Apr 7-23 (JJ,JLi); two terr. at 
Shoreacres Apr 27 (RD) 

House Wren: Two at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 27 * (RL). 

Winter Wren: One at Bronte Apr 3 F (DD;MJ); 72 at Bronte Apr 16 (MJ). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 52 at Bronte Apr 3 and 63 there Apr 22 (MJ). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One at Shell Park Apr 7 * (MJ); 50 at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 29 (RL). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 28 * (RL). 

Eastern Bluebird: Nesting pairs were on eggs by mid-Apr in local nest boxes (BR). 

Hermit Thrush: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 F (SM); 16 at Bronte Apr 24 (MJ). 

Wood Thrush: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 30 * (RL). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 4*-on (KM et al). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 29 * (RC). 

Northern Panda: One m. at Beamer C.A. Apr 18*-21 (fide DCo;m.obs). 

Yellow-mmped Warbler: Two at Bronte Apr 3 F (MJ). 

Pine Warbler: Five terr. at Hyde Tract \HW\ Apr 17 * (NM,SB), one at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 25 and five there Apr 29 (RL); 
one terr. at Middletown Marsh Apr 25-on (RD,BC,KM), one at Shoreacres (RC) and one at Beamer C.A. (SM) Apr 26 (SM); 
one terr. at LaSalle Park \HL\ Apr 29 (RD). 

Palm Warbler: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 26 * (RC et al. ); two at Bronte Apr 29 including one hvpochrvsea (MJ). 
Black-and-white Warbler: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 27 * (RL). 

Worm-eating Warbler#: One at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Apr 7 * (GD); one at Burloak Woods Apr 18 (BW). 

Northern Waterthrush: Six terr. at Hayesland Swamp [ HW\ Apr 30 * (RD). 

Eastern Towhee: Ten at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 6 * (RL) 

American Tree Sparrow: One at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 29 L (RL). 

Chipping Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 8 * (RC et al.). 

Field Sparrow: One at Beamer C.A. Apr 4 F (KM et al.). 

Vesper Sparrow: One at Bronte Harbour Apr 2 * (MJ). 

Savannah Sparrow: One at Shell Park Apr 8 * (MJ). 

Grasshopper Sparrow#: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 26 * (SM). 

Fox Sparrow: One at Burloak Woods Apr 1 F (MJ); one at Shoreacres Apr 27 L (RD). 

Swamp Sparrow: One at Shell Park Apr 6 F (MJ). 

White-throated Sparrow: One al Beamer C.A. Apr 8 F (RC etal.): 100 at Ruthven. Cayuga Apr 29 (RL). 
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White- ci'owned Sparrow: One at LaSalle Park Apr 29 F (RD). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: One m at 11th Rd E & Smith Rd, Saltfleet [HW\ Apr 18 111 (JW). 

Rusty Blackbird: 18 at Middletown Marsh Apr 5 (RD); 15 at Ruthven, Cayuga Apr 26 (RL); five at Cone 6 E of Brock Rd 
[HW] Apr 30 (RD). 

Purple Finch#: One at Beamer C. A. (RC et al .) and one at Middletown Marsh (RD) Apr 8 F; one f. at Bronte Apr 9 
(MJ,TCr). 


Please send your bird records for May-July 1999 by Sep 10 to: RobDobos, 1156 5th. Cone. Rd. W.,R.R.#2, Waterdown, Ont., 
L0R2H2;ph: (905)659-7732; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca§§ 

RBG Programs of Interest to Naturalists 


An Introduction to Grasses, 
Sedges and Rushes with Jim Pringle 
Join naturalists from across southern 
Ontario and learn to decipher these 
common, though challenging, plants in the 
lab and the field in this in-depth technical 
course. Saturday, September 18,9 a.m. to 
4:30p.m. RBGmembers$60,public$70. 
Required text is Richard Pohl ’ s “ How to 
Know the Grasses”, available for $40 
(incl. all taxes). 

Autumn Wildflower Walks with 
Jim Pringle. From asters to goldenrods, 
get to know the fall bloomers. Sundays, 
September 19,26 and October 3 at 2 p.m. 
Locations vary. RBGmembers$5/walk, 
public $6. Register by September 13. 

Autumn Bird Walks with Jim 
Pringle. Track the fall migration at RBG. 
Sundays, September 19 and October 3 at 
8 a.m. Locations vary. RBG members $5/ 
walk, public $6. Register by Sept. 13. 

Birdfest. Sunday, September 26, 
11 a m. to 4 p.m. at the Arboretum and 



Nature Centre. Free with regular RBG 
admission. Hourly guided walks, bird count 
stations along the trails, guest speakers 
and workshops, children’s activities, 
banding demonstrations, and a chance to 
stock up on winter feeding supplies and 
other birder’s wares. The RBGis looking 
for HNC volunteers who can help out by 
leading a guided walk, or, by helping out 
with some children’s activities. Ifyou are 
available and have a couple of hours to 
spare, please call Barb McKean at 527- 
1158 x247 (bmckean@rbg.ca) Free 
admission for volunteers. 

Waterfowl Watching with John 
Hannah. Learn to recognize w'aterfowl 
found in the area during migration and 
through the winter. Thursday, October 7, 
7 to 10 p.m. and Saturday, October 16,9 
a.m. tonoon, RBG members $30, public 
$35. Register by September 27. 

Strolling through History with 
Brian Henley. Natural and cultural history 
go hand inhand, and Brian will look at the 
Valley Inn area and the many stories the 
landscapehas to tell. Sunday, October 3, 
2to3:30p.m. RBGmembers$5,public$6. 
Register by September 24. 

The A rt of Lovin g Nature with Jeff 
Miller. A day to explore the connections 


between art and nature, and explore your 
own hidden talents with watercolours 
(suitable for beginning painters). 
Wednesday, October 13, 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. RBG members $65, public $75 (all 
materials provided). Register by Oct. 1 

For further information or to register 
by phone (using Visa, MasterCard or 
American Express), call 527-1158x270. 
Further details areavailableintheProgram 
Calendar (available at RBG or any public 
library) and ontheirwebsite(www.rbg.ca/ 
programs). |H 

Prairie Planting 

The Hamilton Region Con¬ 
servation Authority will be planting a 
small prairie on the morning of 
Thursday, September 16 and needs 
some volunteer help. Seed of local 
prairiegrasses, sedges and wildflowers 
have been collected and will b e covered 
with a straw erosion control mat. About 
12 people will be needed to help. 

Ifyou wantto spend an interesting 
morning, pleasecontactBruceDuncan, 
Ecologist at the F1RCA Main Office, 
905-648-4427, extension 133. Hecan 
provide more information on what’s 
involved and where and when. 
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Mushrooms of Ontario and Eastern Canada 


Reviewed by Richard Aaron 

At last, a field guide to the fungi of our 
area. Mushrooms of Ontario And 
Eastern Canada (George Barron, Lone 
Pine Publishing, 1999.336 pages, $26.95) 
features an impressive 609 species found 
in the Northeast, including a number not 
mentioned in other guides. Inclusion of 
these additional species allowed me to put 
names on several mushrooms I had long 
puzzled over. Searching is made easier 
thanks to colour-coded sections, 
dichotomous keys to the genera, and a 
reference chart consisting of thumbnail 
photos. 

The photographs are generally sharp, 
true to colour, and well composed. To 
allow maximum space for the photos, 
species descriptions have been limited to 
features observable with the naked eye or 
ahandlens. The authorhas wisely included 
older (but more familiar) scientific names 
along withcontemporarybinomials. This 
is especially welcome in a field where the 
vernacular names are often more stable 
than the scientific ones! Regrettably, times 
of fruiting areseldom indicated. 

Complementing the species 
descriptions are lively accounts of the 
various groups of fungi, plus mini-essays 
and sidebars on topics as diverse as 
mushroomtoxins, fungi parasiticoninsects, 
and the role of fungi in the ecosystem. 
These are often accompanied by drawings, 
close-up photos and microphotographs. 
Inevitably, a few typos have crept into the 
text, including one on page 34 which 
recommends the use of a ‘ 1 100x' ’, rather 
than a ‘' 1 Ox” hand lens. 

The author is a retired professor of 
mycology from the University ofGuelph. 
Surprisingly, this book was an avocation 


for him, given that his field of speciality is 
microscopicsoil fungi. Still, his fascination 
for the macrofungi shines through in this 
work. Given its outstanding merits and 
reasonable price. Mushrooms of Ontario 



A perfect way to idle away a few of 
those hot, lazy and humid afternoons of 
this past summer - a comfortable chair, a 
cold drink, and a good read. 

Having been given some "mad 
money' ’ for my birthday at the beginning 
ofthe summer, I treated myself to a recent 
title that had been receiving high praise in 
birding circles. 

Dropping out ofhigh school in Kansas 
in 1971 at the age of 16 with no other goal 
but to look at birds, its author took to the 
highways and byways ofNorth America 
in an attempt to break the then existing 
record of 626 species seen in a calendar 
year. But he did it with a difference ... 
hitchhiking some 80,000 miles onless than 
$1000 for the year! This then is Kenn 
Kaufman’s personal telling of that 
memorable year ( Kingbird Highway, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1997). 

The 70’ s were adecade when birding 
took off in high gear; and it was young 
birders like Kenn who were largely 
responsible. Birding for them was fast 
becoming a full-time vocation. We meet 
several of them in this book.. the likes of 


and Eastern Canada wall likely become 
oneofthemorepopularmushroomguides 
for our region.You can also visit Dr. 
Barron’s web page at <www.uoguelph. ca/ 
~gbarron> |}§ 

Rick Stallcup, Kevin and Barry Zimmer, 
Jon Dunn, Richard Webster, Kimball 
Garrett, Rose Ann Rowlett, the late Ted 
Parker... the new kids on the block who 
would think nothing of crossing the 
continent in pursuit of a single bird and not 
being content with just seeing it, would 
study it down to the last tail feather... those 
who a quarter of a century later are the 
acknowledged gurus ofNorth America 
birding. One can scarcely pick up any 
birdingjoumalormagazinewithoutfinding 
an article written by at least one of them. 
Their names today dominate the list of 
presenters at any birding conference. 

So this is a book about birds and 
birders and those places like Brigantine, 
SonoitaCreek, High Island, Gambell,the 
DryTortugas where birders hang out . It is 
a book brimming with the enthusiasm of 
youth, sometimes lyrical; sometimes 
philosophical. But even more, it is a book 
about a young man finding himself and 
bringing his life into focus. A book to 
cherish, to be read again and again, sharing 
space on my bookshelf with Pete Dunn’s 
The Feather Quest. 

But did Kenn achieve his goal of 
breaking the record? Although in the end 
that proved to be no longer of great 
importance to him, I' 11 letyou disco vertihat 
foryourself. 

Other books by Kenn Kaufrnann: 
Peterson Field Guide to Advanced 
Birding (1990); Lives ofNorth American 
Birds (1996). §|§ 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, September 13 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd West 
Burlington 

Bald Eagles and Peregrine Falcons 
in the Great Lakes 

Pud Hunter 

Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 

Join us at the first meeting of the 1999/2000 
season. Pud Hunter, a biologist with the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, will 
provide us with an interesting presentation 
examining the return of Peregrine Falcons and 
Bald Eagles to the Great Lakes watershed. 

Next Month 

Monday, October 4 8:00p.m. 

Members' Night and AGM 

October 4th is the Annual General Meeting 
and Members Night Any Club members 
interested in participating by showing slides 
of recent trips to nearby or exotic locations 
please get in touch with Glenn Barrett at 905- 
3364952. 


Plant Study Group 

Thursday, September 16, 1999 7:30 pm 
Scout House, 375 James St. S. Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal, 
interesting and interactive way of getting in 
touch with the natural world. It usually meets 
the second Tuesday of the month, Sept to 
May, at Scout House. 

This month the topic is: Mushrooms. 

Organizer: Jean Stollard 634-3538 


Bird Study Group 

Monday, September 20 7:30p.m. 

Location: C. Centre for Inland Waters 

867 Lakeshore Rd. 
Burlington 

This is an informal meeting featuring a dis¬ 
cussion of recent bird sightings, an identifica¬ 
tion session and a workshop, film or set of 
slides about some aspect of birding. If you are 
a beginning birder, come out to leam more 
about birds. If you are an experienced birder, 
come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm. 

Contact the Bird Hotline t648-9537) formore 
information or visit the HNC website. 


WANTED 

Articles are needed for the Wood Duck. Let us 
know about the interesting sightings you 
have made. Bring to our attention the issues 
that you believe are important to naturalists 
and our community. 

Artistic submissions are always welcomed. 

Please send submissionsto Don McLean, 68- 
151 Gateshead Crescent, Stoney Creek, 
Ontario L8G 3W1. The phone number is 
(905) 664-8796. You can also e-mail sub¬ 
missionsto: don.mclean@hwcn.org. Deadline 
for submissions is generally the membership 
meeting before the issue appears. 


Need a Ride? 

If you need a ride to the Club's Membership 
Meetings, call any member of the Board who 
will arrange a ride for you! Members of the 
Board of Directors, togetherwith their phone 
numbers, are listed on the backpage. Guests 
are always welcome at our meetings. 


The Wood Duck 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday,September 19 
FALLMIGRANTS 

Warblers, shorebirds and a lookout for) aegers 
or other rare gulls. Meet at 8 a.m. at Dundum 
Castle for car pooling. Bring a lunch; there’ll 
be afternoon birding if it’s good in the morning. 
Contact: Kevin McLaughlin at 549-7057. 

Sunday, October3 

COLOURS OF AUTUMN PICNIC 

Bring your family, friends and supper to the 
Red Hill Valley for the First Annual harvest 
celebration There will be guided walks, 
displays, music and kids' activities. Meet 
behind Rosedale Arena after 2 pm. Call Julie at 
561-5993 formore information. 

Monday, October 11 
THANKSGIVING COLOUR WALK 

Enjoy a walk with the Friends of Red Hill 
Valley. Meet at 10 a.m. in the parking lot on 
Mud Street just west of Mt. Albion Road. 
Contact Don McLean at 664-8796. 

Saturday, October 16 

FALL BIRDING IN DUNDAS MARSH 

Join Rob Dobos on a visit to the Dundas 
Marsh. Meet at 8 a m. on the south side 
(Hamilton-bound side) of Cootes Drive where 
it crosses Spencer Creek. (Cootes Drive runs 
between McMaster University and Canadian 
Tire in Dundas). If required, contact Rob at 
659-7732. 

Sunday, October 17 

FALL TRIP TO SPOOKY HOLLOW 

Trail maintenance, boardwalk building, or just 
a day out in our sanctuary. Bring lunch. Meet 
at 8:30 a.m. at McDonald’s, comer of Upper 
James and Rymal. Contact Frank Morley at 
575-0668. 

PLANT STUDY GROUP 
Check onpage lOofthisissuefortheupcoming 
field events organized by the Club's Plant 
Study Group. 
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HNC Board of Directors 
1998-99 
Executive 

President: 

Pierre Arnold 648-2519 

Vice-President: 


Christine Bishop 
Secretary: 

648-8665 

Margaret McFadyen 

Treasurer: 

627-1034 

Walter Muma (519)622-6954 

Directors 

Conservation/Education: 

Sheila O'Neal 

FONRep: 

389-7598 

Don McFadyen 

Field Events: 

627-1034 

Terry Stortz 

Membership: 

777-8151 

Jocelyn Neysmith 

Past President: 

540-1094 

Jean Stollard 

Program: 

634-3538 

Glenn Barrett 

Publicity: 

546-9764 

Ken Hall 

Sanctuary: 

627-1320 

Frank Morley 

Social: 

575-0668 

Tom Crooks 

Wood Duck Editor: 

634-1178 

Don McLean 

664-8796 


Co-ordinators and 
Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

John Hannah 627-1453 

Plant Study Group Leaders: 

Pam Watts 3884482 

Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

Volunteer Coordinator: 

Christine Bishop 648-8665 

Bird Study Group Leader: 

Lois Evans 


Birding Hotline: 


648-9537 
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